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Preface

The 22nd Symposium of the European Association of Remote Sensing Laboratories 
(EARSEeL) was held in Prague, Czech Republic, 4 – 6 June 2002, having as main theme 

“Geoinformation for European-wide Integration”. This was the fi rst EARSeL symposium 
to be held in the Czech Republic and the second one held in Central Europe in a country 
that was formerly behind what was known as the Iron Curtain. From this point of view 
we were celebrating the tenth anniversary of that fi rst symposium, held in Eger, Hungary 
in 1992. The participation of delegates from throughout Europe and the papers presented 
refl ected the ground covered in those ten years as far as applications of remote sensing as a 
tool in geoinformation systems are concerned. The symposium attracted approximately two 
hundred participants and many of the 140 papers presented are published here.

As is traditional, after the welcoming speeches from the hosting organisations, the 
opening session began with addresses from representatives of the European Space Agency 
and the European Commission in Brussels, followed by two keynotes, one on Ocean 
Colour and the other on Environmental Modelling. The programme was then divided into 
15 thematic technical sessions. The papers in this volume have been grouped according 
to these themes, with the aim to strike a balance between methodological/technical and 
more application-oriented papers, with specifi c presentations on Policy and Projects in 
a dedicated session. Topics covered include: 3-D Remote Sensing and Mapping post-
IKONOS, Modelling and Analysis, Snow and Ice, Water and Atmosphere, Agriculture, 
Forestry, Geology, Environmental Dynamics and Risks, Remote Sensing and Geographic 
Information Systems, and Data Fusion. Some authors are internationally renowned experts 
and others are students presenting their work for the fi rst time, the quality of which was 
recognised by the scientifi c committee. A highlight of the symposium was the tutorial given 
by Dr. Thierry Toutin of the Canada Centre for Remote Sensing on 3D mapping with high-
resolution images. 

Since remotely-sensed imagery is essentially in colour, for the fi rst time in this series of 
EARSeL symposium proceedings, a CD-ROM containing complete papers with fi gures and 
graphs in full colour complements the volume. 

This is an appropriate place to offer my heartfelt thanks to various people who helped 
to make this meeting so successful and enjoyable. My special thanks go to Prof. Eberhard 
Parlow, the EARSeL Chairman, for his support in the choice of Prague as venue, the 
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Bureau members and the Scientifi c Committee for their support in the organisation. I also 
extend my thanks to all the authors who have contributed to this volume. My special warm 
thanks must go to Madeleine Godefroy, the EARSeL secretary, for her hard work in the 
organisation of the meeting and her assistance in the preparation of this volume.

I should also like to express my thanks to my team of helpers for their constant 
good humour and assistance to our delegates and, of course, to my Institute – the Forest 
Management Institute at Brandys nad Labem for its support in the running of this important 
event. 

Tomas Benes
UHUL Forest Management Institute, Brandys-nad-Labem, Czech Republic
Editor 
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