
Preface

The 23rd EARSeL Symposium was held from 2-5 June 2003 at the University of Ghent, Belgium, 
on the theme “Remote Sensing in Transition”. From the different contributions made during 
this symposium it becomes clear that, after a set of new sensors like Envisat, Ikonos, Quickbird, 
ASTER, MODIS …became operational, now also the applications have reached the operational 
stage. The development of adapted methodologies to this new generation of sensors needs a 
couple of years before entering the application stage. An example of the possibilities offered by 
the new sensor generation was given during the tutorial of Prof. Dr. Karsten Jacobsen “DEM 
generation from satellite data”, as well as the other contributions covering this topic. The Remote 
Sensing community is clearly entering the stage of 3D-analysis. This is based on imagery from 
sensors with very different resolution images starting with, for example, MISR-data, then 
ASTER up to very high resolution images from Ikonos and Quickbird.

It is also clear that Very High Resolution data has entered defi nitively the remote sensing 
applications “forum”, with the emphasis on studies dealing with resolutions adapted to new 
application areas, urban structures for example, something which was not possible in the past 
since the resolutions were not appropriate. Many contributions illustrate the use of sensors 
with a better and fi ner spectral resolution, clearly expressed in the keynote address of Prof. 
Ferdinand Bonn from Canada. A new fi eld of application was illustrated in the keynote address 
of Dr. Mario Hernandez, head of the UNESCO World Heritage Centre, who described how 
UNESCO is incorporating the use of remote sensing data in the protection of world heritage sites. 
Environmental protection was also the theme of several other contributions.

It must be stated, nevertheless, that for the moment radar images remain the inherent tool for 
certain applications and Landsat TM and ETM+ for optical remote sensing, remain the “work 
horses”. The recent diffi culties with the Landsat sensor, however, may change this part of the 

“remote sensing landscape”. But other sensors with other and sometimes more possibilities 
are ready to take over. With new strategies for Earth observation being formulated, one may 
conclude that the remote sensing community really is in transition.
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