
Preface

The 26th EARSeL Symposium was held at the National Library in Warsaw, Poland from
May 29 to June 1, 2006, with the general theme ‘‘New developments and challenges in
remote sensing’’. The Symposium was organised by the Institute of Geodesy and
Cartography in Warsaw; it was first time an EARSeL annual conference was held in
Poland. The Symposium was followed by the 1st Workshop of the EARSeL Special
Interest Group on Geological Applications, dedicated to Geohazards with emphasis on
lowland hazards. Both events attracted more than 120 participants from 24 European
countries and Canada.

The symposium was opened on May 29 afternoon with four keynote lectures. The
following days were dedicated to technical sessions, with over 90 papers, presented
either orally or in the interactive poster session. The papers were grouped by 12 topics:
Agriculture, Oceans and Coastal Zones, Image Processing Techniques, Land Use Land
Cover, Data Fusion, Radar Remote Sensing, 3D Remote Sensing, Water and
Atmosphere, Environmental Applications, Imaging Spectroscopy, Land Degradation,
UNESCO World Heritage. The Symposium was finalised with a tutorial on Time Series
Analysis delivered by Keith McCloy. The presented papers covered many topics related
to latest developments in remote sensing, starting from new techniques of image
processing and data fusion, through innovative solutions in radar and 3D remote sensing,
to interesting applications of remotely sensed data in agriculture, land use mapping,
water, coastal zones and environmental studies. This volume contains most of the papers
presented during Symposium, as well as some presentations from the Geohazards
Workshop; they are arranged according to the technical sessions.

I would like to thank Prof. Eberhard Parlow, Prof. Rudi Goossens and the Bureau
members for the opportunity to organise the EARSeL Symposium in Warsaw. It was
a great challenge to prepare this event, but I was fortunate to have excellent team of
colleagues forming the Organising Committee: Gesine Böttcher from the EARSeL
Secretariat, Stanislaw Lewinski, Emilia Wisniewska, Jedrzej Bojanowski and Andrzej
Skirmunt from the Institute of Geodesy and Cartography. Their joint, efficient work
helped to make the Symposium a smoothly flowing event. I also would like to thank
the Scientific Committee, the invited speakers, all the authors and participants for
their contributions to the Symposium. For those who could not attend, this volume
provides a review of the research presented in Warsaw. Looking forward to meet you
during the next EARSeL Symposium in Bolzano, Italy in 2007.

Zbigniew Bochenek
Institute of Geodesy and Cartography
Warsaw, Poland
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